Total coronary arterial occlusion: real or apparent?
We describe a case in which the angiographic appearance of total occlusion of the left anterior descending coronary artery was not due to a complete anatomical obstruction, but due to competitive and retrograde flow in the distal segment of the artery from collaterals via the contralateral vessel. This case has implications on our current practice and results of coronary angioplasty in total coronary arterial occlusion.